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This is page 4 of a Memo for the Pres, from 
HAK re "NSC Mtg of July 21, 1970 - Negotiating 
Strategy and Paris Talks" -- retyped per Haig. 
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«» •. ;i. ccordlstgly , l^sfeconrinussni]^ that you do not authorise regular 
cons u ltations with the Russians in Paris now until private fa ffrfl 
have been started with the North Vie tname se a nd we have h ad a 

~ w — u* vw«(it» *****Maa**s*®* X fiiQi <s$5SM335£?X "I© £&$ K^ffg'iap-S- 

can be kept open for us® on a case -by —case basis should we want 
to do so* 

l recommend that you conduct the meeting by first asking Director Helms 

for a review ©f the North Vietnamese attitudes in Paris and their attitudes 

on the political situation in Vietnam, and era the military situation in South 

Vietnam and Cambodia (he is prepared to do tide)* ©would then *m«-?tnr the 

issues, dealing first with the question of various ceasefire proposals and 

then moving to an outline of the question of our posture in the immediate 

period ahead* Discussion would follow. Tour talking points proceed' In 
this way* 

Your book contains: 


— An analysis of ceasefire proposals with an assessment of the effects 
of a ceasefire now as contrasted with one agreed later. 

— A summary of the interagency paper on diplomatic initiatives. 

The complete Ceasefire study and the Interagency paper on Diplomatic 

Initiatives (NSSM 94} are included is a separate backgro und book for your 
information* 
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— The major thrust of At&busado; Brace's effort* however* should 
be to get private talks started with the North Vietnamese* This 
will help ue assess their strategy and find out if they have anything 
to say. Equally important, it will gain u» at least a month, to assess 
their position and attitude. 


How Should We Deal with the Russians ? 

— So £ss? the Russians have been helpful only when it was in Hanoi’s 
interest for them to be so. X am net persuaded that, as State or 
our Paris delegation may argue, we need the Russians to In terpret 
our views to the North Vietnamese* They might be helpful to this 
end after we have explored the issues through other channels with 
the North Vietnamese* 

•* Accordingly, I reco mme n d that you do not authorize regular 
consu l tat ions with the Russians in Paris now until private talks 
have been started with the North Vietnamese and we have ha d a 
chance to explore other channels. The channel to the Russians 
can be kept open for use on a cae a -by -case basis should we want 
to do so. 

I recommend that you conduct the meeting by first asking Director Helms 
for a review of the North Vietnamese attitudes in Paris and their attitudes 
on the political situation in Vietnam, and on the military situation in South 
Vietnam and Cambodia (he is prepared to do this). $ would then outline the 
issues, dealing first with the question of various ceasefire proposals and 
then moving to an outline of the question of our posture in the immediate 
period ahead. Discussion would, follow. Your talking points proceed in 
this way. 

Your bach contains; 

— Your talking points* 

-» An analysis of ceasefire proposals with an assessment of the effects 
of a ceasefire now as contrasted with one agreed later. 

— a summary of the interagency paper on diplomatic initiatives. 

The complete Ceasefire study and the interagency paper on Diplomatic 
initiatives (NSSM 94} are included in a separate background book for your 
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